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THE  PALMETTO  REGIMENT  IN  MEXICO. 


On  the  24th  of  August — the  fourth  day  after  Churu- 
busco — Generals  Scott  and  Santa  Anna  ratified  an  armistice, 
the  terms  of  which  had  been  negotiated  by  commissioners 
appointed  by  them  respectiveh'.  On  the  6th  of  September 
following,  General  Scott,  for  good  and  sufficient  reasons, 
notified  Santa  iVnna  that  he  would  put  an  end  to  the  armis- 
tice on  the  following  day,  at  noon.  On  the  8th,  General 
Worth,  acting  under  the  order  of  General  Scott,  with  his 
division,  reinforced  by  Cadwalader's  brigade.  Pillow's 
division,  and  by  300  cavalry  under  the  command  of  Major 
Sumner,  2d  dragoons,  assaulted,  and,  after  a  desperate  con- 
flict of  two  hours  duration,  carried  the  Molino  del  Rey,  sit- 
uated at  the  western  base  of  the  Chapultepec  mound,  and 
about  one  thousand  yards  from  the  castle  on  its  summit. 

THE   BATTLE   OF   SEPTEMBER   13TH,   1847 — CHAPULTEPEC. 

The  following  description  by  Hammond,  who  acknow- 
ledged himself  much  indebted  to  Ripley  in  this  regard: 

"The  enclosure  of  which  Chapultepec  fills  the  eastern 
limits,  and  the  buildings  of  Molino  del  Rey  forms  the 
western  boundary,  is  in  extent  about  sixteen  hundred  yards, 
by  five  hundred.  On  the  northern  side  is  an  aqueduct 
(and  highway),  which  turns  at  the  northeast  angle  of  the 
mound  and  passes  to  the  city  through  the  garita  San  Cosme. 
The  causeway  along  its  course  was  barricaded  near  the  said 
angle,  and  farther  on,  as  we  shall  see.  Along  the  southern 
side  ran  a  thin  wall,  some  fifteen  feet  high,  irregular  in 
direction  in  its  eastern  portion,  having  an  exterior  ditch, 
and  interior  wooden  banquets,  whence  infantry  soldiers 
could  direct  a  fire  into  the  meadow  without.  Nearly  mid- 
way of  the  wall  there  was  a  cut,  covered  by  an  unarmed 
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redan,  corresponding  to  a  similar  work  directly  opposite  on 
the  northern  face.  The  eastern  boundary  was  a  simple 
wall,  from  the  extremities  of  which  the  aqueducts,  sup- 
ported on  arches  of  heavy  masonry,  and  skirted  on  either 
hand  by  roadways,  extended  to  the  gates  of  vSan  Cosme  and 
Belen.  The  gate  leading  to  the  castle  was  near  the  south- 
east angle  of  the  enclosure,  whence  a  road  passed  along  the 
extent  of  the  southern  wall.  The  approach  to  the  summit 
of  the  rock  was  by  a  ramp  along  the  southern  declivity  to 
a  round  battery  about  half  way  up  the  hill,  at  a  point  oppo- 
site the  western  extremity  of  the  fortification.  Turning 
there  in  a  sharp  angle,  it  ascended  to  the  entrance  of  the 
work.  The  ramp  or  way  was  protected  on  the  exterior 
side  by  an  earthen  parapet.  The  round  battery  had  a  four- 
pounder  gun.  Outside  of  the  battery  was  a  breastwork  for 
infantry,  looking  southwest.  The  road  from  Tacubaya  to 
the  city,  descending  gently  to  the  plain,  crossed  the  Belen 
or  Chapultepec  causeway  near  the  entrance  to  the  enclosure. 
At  this  intersection  a  barricade  had  been  erected,  and  armed 
with  three  guns  to  enfilade  the  road  to  Tacubaya,  To  the 
right,  between  this  and  the  wall  around  the  rock,  a  battery 
of  four  pieces  had  been  established,  which  swept  the  meadow 
in  front,  and  fired  likewise  upon  the  road.  The  meadow 
was  cut  by  ditches,  some  of  which  were  full  of  water,  but 
the  ground  was  practicable  for  foot  soldiers." 
From  General  Scott's  report  the  following: 
"The  first  step  in  the  new  movement  was  to  carry  Cha- 
pultepec, a  natural  and  isolated  mound,  of  great  elevation, 
strongly  fortified  at  its  base,  on  its  acclivities  and  heights. 
Besides  a  numerous  garrison,  here  was  the  military  college 
of  the  republic,  with  a  large  number  of  sub-lieutenants  and 
other  students.  Those  works  were  within  direct  gun-shot 
of  the  village  of  Tacubaya,  and,  until  carried,  we  could  not 
approach  the  city  on  the  west,  without  making  a  circuit  too 
wide  and  too  hazardous.  *  *  * 

''The  broken  accli\itv  was   still  to  be  ascended,  and  a 
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strong  redoubt,  midway,  to  be  carried,  before  reaching  the 
castle  on  the  heights.  *  *  * 

"The  enemy  were  steadily  driven  from  shelter  to  shelter. 
The  retreat  allowed  not  time  to  fire  a  single  mine,  without 
the  certainty  of  blowing  up  friend  and  foe.  Those  who,  at 
a  distance,  attempted  to  apply  matches  to  the  long  trains 
were  shot  down  by  our  own  men.  There  was  death  below 
as  well  as  above  ground." 

For  the  purpose  of  showing  the  ground  over  which  the 
Palmetto  regiment  advanced  and  charged,  the  danger  to 
which  it  was  exposed,  and  its  relative  position,  during  the 
progress  of  the  battle,  to  the  other  regiments  and  forces 
acting  under  the  orders  of  General  Quitman  that  day,  I  will 
add  some  particulars  to  the  foregoing  descriptions.  Tacu- 
baya,  headquarters  of  our  army,  lay  to  the  southwest  of  the 
castle,  its  northeast  boundary  being  about  one  thousand 
yards  from  it,  and  it  was  connected,  by  the  Tacubaya  road, 
about  nine  hundred  yards  in  length,  with  the  Chapultepec 
or  Belen  causeway.  The  junction  of  these  two  roads  was 
to  the  southeast  of  the  castle,  and  in  front  of  and  less  than 
a  hundred  from  the  main  gate  opening  into  the  Chapultepec 
grounds.  The  two  batteries  (mentioned  by  Hammond)  lo- 
cated at  the  junction,  were  well  protected  by  earthworks, 
and  the  guns  of  one  of  them  enfiladed  the  Tacubaya  road, 
and  the  guns  of  the  other  swept  that  road,  and  the  meadow 
lying  between  it  and  the  south  front  of  the  Chapultepec 
wall,  from  its  southeast  angle  to  our  battery  No.  1,  located 
in  the  road  near  the  northeast  confines  of  the  town.  Five 
thousand  infantry  (Hammond's  estimate)  were  in  and  about 
these  batteries,  and  advantageously  posted  to  repel  any  as- 
sault thereon,  and  the  fire  of  this  force  also  swept,  for  the 
distance  of  five  hundred  yards,  the  approaches  to  the  south- 
ern face  of  the  wall. 

Said  road  and  a  part  of  the  meadow  was  likewise  under 
the  fire  of  the  heavy  guns  of  the  enemy,  in  batter>'  near  the 
crest  of  the  mound.     A  ball  shot  from  one  of  our  guns  in 
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battery  No.  1  struck  the  south  face  of  the  wall,  to  the  west 
of  its  southeast  angle,  and  knocked  off  several  feet  of  its 
top,  and  cracked  the  wall  down  its  face  to  within  seven  feet 
of  the  ground.  This  break  in  the  wall  was  about  four  hun- 
dred yards  from  the  batteries  at  the  junction.  About  three 
hundred  yards  in  front  of  the  said  batteries,  on  the  Chapul- 
tepec  side  of  the  Tacubaya  road,  stood  several  huts,  and  at 
that  point  there  was  a  gap  in  the  maguey  hedge,  growing 
on  the  bank  of  the  ditch,  parallel  with  the  road.  The  dis- 
tance across  the  meadow,  from  the  said  gap  to  the  break  in 
the  wall,  was  about  three  hundred  yards,  and  the  line  con- 
necting the  two  points  marked  the  course  over  which  the 
Palmetto  regiment  charged.  It  is  obvious  that  the  route 
along  which  the  Palmettoes  charged  was  within  three  hun- 
dred yards  of  the  seven  guns  in  battery  at  the  junction,  and 
likewise  of  the  musketry  of  the  five  thousand  infantry  there 
concentrated.  Some  five  or  six  hundred  yards  westward 
from  the  said  break,  a  practicable  breach  had  been  made  in 
the  wall  by  our  battery  No.  3.  The  length  of  the  line 
connecting  this  breach  with  our  battery  No.  1  in  the  Tacu- 
baya road  was  about  six  hundred  yards,  no  point  on  which 
was  nearer  than  five  hundred  yards  of  the  line  along  which 
the  Palmettoes  charged.  The  New  York  and  Pennsylvania 
regiments  (see  reports  of  Shields,  Quitman,  and  Pillow,  re- 
spectively), preceded  by  four  companies  of  the  Voltigeur 
regiment  (Lieut.  Col.  J.  E.  Johnston,  Cadwalader's  brigade. 
Pillow's  division),  passed  into  the  enclosure  through  this 
breach,  and  co-operated  with  Pillow's  command  in  its  assault 
upon  the  enemy's  batteries  defending  the  western  slope  of 
the  mound.  On  the  12th,  Quitman  was  reinforced  by  250 
men,  Captain  Casey,  drawn  from  Riley's  brigade,  Twiggs' 
division;  to  this  force  Quitman  added,  from  his  own  divi- 
sion, 100  men,  Major  Twiggs'  marines,  forty  of  which  num- 
ber were  provided  with  picks,  crows,  and  ladders.  This 
force  was  supported  by  the  battalion  of  marines,  Lieut. Col. 
Watson.     The  operations  of  the  Pennsylvania,  New  York, 
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South  Carolina  regiments,  battalion  of  marines,  or  the 
storming  party,  if  reported  by  their  respective  commanders, 
are  not  published  in  the  Appendix  to  Ex.  Doc.  On  the 
13th,  Smith's  brigade,  Twiggs'  division,  reported  early  in 
the  morning  to  Quitman  for  duty,  and  this  brigade  operated 
to  the  rear  and  right  of  Quitman's  other  forces,  and  a  part 
of  it  entered  the  works  at  the  junction  with  the  storming 
force. 

From  the  report  of  General  Scott,  I  extract  the  following, 
although  only  a  part  of  it  applies  to  the  battles  of  the  13th 
September: 

"This  army  has  been  more  disgusted  than  surprised  that, 
by  sinister  process  on  the  part  of  certain  individuals  at  home, 
its  numbers  have  been  generally  almost  trebled  in  our  pub- 
lic papers — beginning  at  Washington. 

"Leaving,  as  we  all  feared,  inadequate  garrisons  at  Vera 
Cruz,  Perote,  and  Puebla — with  much  larger  hospitals — and 
being  obliged,  most  reluctantly,  from  the  same  cause  (gen- 
eral paucity  of  numbers)  to  abandon  Jalapa,  we  marched 
(August  7-10)  from  Puebla  with  only  10,738  rank  and  file. 
This  number  included  the  garrison  of  Jalapa  and  the  2,429 
men  brought  up  by  Brigadier  General  Pierce  August  6th. 

"At  Contreras,  Churubusco  (August  20),  we  had  but  8,497 
men  engaged — after  deducting  the  garrison  of  San  Augustin 
(our  general  depot),  the  intermediate  sick,  and  the  dead;  at 
the  Molinos  del  Rey  (September  8)  but  three  brigades,  with 
some  cavalry  and  artillery,  making  in  all  3,251  men,  were 
in  the  battles  in  the  two  days — September  12  and  13 — our 
whole  operating  force,  after  deducting  again  the  recent 
killed,  wounded,  and  sick,  together  with  the  garrison  of 
IMixcoac  (the  general  depot),  and  that  of  Tacubaya,  was  but 
7,180;  and,  finally,  after  deducting  the  new  garrison  of  Cha- 
pultepec,  with  the  killed  and  wounded  of  the  two  days,  we 
took  possession  (September  14)  of  this  great  capital  with 
less  than  6,000  men.  And  I  reassert,  upon  accumulated 
and  unquestionable  evidence,  that,  in  not  one  of  these  con- 
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flicts,  was  this  army  opposed  by  fewer  than  three  and  a  half 
times  its  numbers — in  several  of  them  by  yet  greater  excess." 

During  the  night  of  the  11th,  four  batteries  were  erected, 
No.  1  in  the  Tacubaya  road  and  already  noticed,  was  on  the 
right,  No.  4,  one  mortar,  was  nearest  the  walls  enclosing  the 
castle.  These  batteries  bombarded  the  Chapultepec  works 
on  the  r2th,  from  early  morning  to  nightfall,  and  reopened 
their  fire  at  daylight  the  following  morning,  and  ceased 
firing  at  8  o'clock,  which  was  the  concerted  signal  for  the 
beginning  of  the  assault  by  the  infantr\'. 

Scott's  forces  were  distributed  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
as  follows,  to  wit:  A  small  force  of  cavalry  at  headquarters, 
in  Tacubaya.  Near  three  miles  to  the  east,  Twiggs,  with 
Riley's  brigade  and  two  field  batteries,  operated  in  front  of 
the  Nino  Perdido  and  San  Antonio  gates,  with  instructions 
"to  manoeuvre,  to  threaten,  or  to  make  false  attacks,  in  order 
to  occupy  and  deceive  the  enemy."  Col.  Harney,  with  500 
men,  infantry  and  cavalry,  occupied  Mixcoac,  our  general 
depot,  more  than  two  miles  to  the  south  of  Tacubaya. 
Pillow  occupied  the  Molino  del  Rey  enclosure,  with  Worth 
outside  its  walls  and  to  his  left,  in  reserve.  Major  Sumner, 
with  seven  companies  of  dragoons  and  one  company  of 
mounted  rifles,  was  on  our  extreme  left,  and  confronted  a 
large  body  of  the  enemy,  infantry  and  cavalry,  which  force 
menaced  Worth's  flank. 

Gen.  Quitman,  on  the  right,  with  his  division,  reinforced 
as  above  stated,  was  in  position  along  and  to  the  right  of 
the  Tacubaya  road,  and  ready  for  the  work  assigned  him. 
The  three  regiments  of  volunteers,  composing  in  part  Quit- 
man's division,  were,  at  <S  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the 
13th,  drawn  up  in  line  of  battle  facing  the  castle,  the  right 
resting  near  our  battery  No.  1.  The  Pennsylvanians  on  the 
right,  the  New  Yorkers  in  the  centre,  the  Palmettoes  on  the 
left.  Soon  after  our  batteries  ceased  firing — the  signal  for 
the  o-eneral  assault — the  Palmettoes  were  ordered  from  the 
left    to   the    right  of  the  line,  which  order  was  promptly 
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obeyed,  and  the  regiment,  marching  by  its  right  flank, 
passed  our  battery,  advanced  along  the  Tacubaya  road  five 
or  six  hundred  yards,  and  when  its  leading  files  arrived  at 
the  gap  in  the  hedge,  passed  through  the  same,  entered  upon 
the  meadow,  and  charging  across  it,  gained  the  Chapultepec 
wall,  some  150  yards  westward  from  its  southeast  angle. 

"Ripley  says  the  Palmettos  a/one^  of  the  three  volunteer 
regiments,  arrived  at  the  'designated  point'  of  the  wall. 
2d  vol.,  p.  425."     Note  by  Hammond. 

The  ditches  to  be  crossed  were  a  serious  hindrance  to 
the  progress  of  our  charge,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the  regi- 
ment was  subjected  to  the  fire  of  the  enemy,  front  and  flank, 
for  a  considerable  time,  and  it  suffered  a  heavy  loss.  My 
company,  being  the  left  company  of  the  regiment,  was  the 
last  to  reach  the  wall.  The  position  of  the  regiment  along 
the  wall  was,  owing  to  the  conformation  of  the  wall  in  its 
eastern  part,  protected  from  the  fire  of  the  enemy  at  the 
junction — both  artillery  and  infantry.  When  I  had  taken 
my  position  at  the  wall.  Major  Gladden  said  to  me  that  his 
orders  were  to  take  the  wall,  and  that,  being  without  any 
means  to  scale  or  cut  through  it,  he  was  at  a  loss  as  to  what 
he  should  do  next.  About  this  time  the  break  in  the  wall 
was  observed,  at  which  point  my  compan}'  rested.  By 
Gladden's  order,  the  men  of  my  company  and  the  men  of 
other  companies  near  by  dislodged,  by  the  use  of  their  bay  • 
onets,  the  loose  stones  to  within  seven  feet  of  the  eround 
and  the  breach  thus  made  was,  at  its  lowest  part,  just  wide 
enough  for  one  man  only  to  pass  through  at  a  time.  Major 
Gladden  was  lifted  into  this  crack  and  passed  through  it, 
and  I  followed  in  like  manner,  and  the  other  oflftcers  and 
men  followed  as  rapidly  as  the  conditions  permitted.  When 
we  had  entered  the  enclosure  we  found  that  we  were  in  a 
grove  of  large  trees,  at  the  southern  base  of  the  mound. 
On  our  right  no  sign  of  an  enemy,  but  on  our  left,  along 
the  western  slope  of  the  mound,  about  two  hundred  yards 
away,  the  conflict  raged,  and  at  close  quarters.     Major  Glad- 
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den,  as  soon  as  his  regiment  was  in  proper  shape,  led  it  up 
the  slope  in  the  direction  of  the  conflict,  but,  by  the  time 
we  had  gotten  about  half  way  up  the  hill,  the  shout  of  vic- 
tory rent  the  air.  The  Palmetto  regiment,  though  not 
among  the  first  to  enter  the  castle,  was  not  far  behind  the 
foremost,  and  its  flag  was  speedily  displayed  over  the  walls 
of  the  castle,  by  the  side  of  the  flags  of  the  forces  that  had 
preceded  it. 

The  following  from  the  report  of  General  Quitman: 

"Perceiving  that  all  the  preliminary  dispositions  were 
made,  Major  Gladden,  with  his  regiment,  having  passed  the 
wall  by  breaching  it,  the  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ments having  entered  over  an  abandoned  battery  on  their 
left,  and  the  battalion  of  marines  being  posted  to  support 
the  storming  parties,  I  ordered  the  assault  at  all  points." 

Major  Hammond's  statement: 

"The  Palmettoes  were  farther  to  the  right,  and  more  ex- 
posed to  the  fire  from  greater  proximity.  They  gained  the 
wall  some  distance  eastward  of  the  redan*  (says  Shields, 
without  firing  a  shot — glorious  endurance),  broke  through 
it  with  their  bayonets,  and  ascended  the  hill  in  a  body, 
mounted  the  ramp  at  the  round  battery  (the  turn),  and  (says 
Quitman)  'this  gallant  and  unassuming  regiment  charged 
up  the  ascent  of  Chapultepec  without  firing  a  gun.'  It  is 
evident  that  the  Palmetto  regiment,  although  subjected  to 
the  greatest  danger,  under  unusual  and  most  trying  con- 
ditions, did  its  whole  duty  to  its  State  and  to  its  country." 

Within  an  hour  after  the  fall  of  Chapultepec  our  army 
advanced,  in  two  columns,  against  certain  gates  of  the  city. 
Worth  against  San  Cosme  and  Quitman  against  Belen.  The 
enemy  defended  the  approaches  to  these  gates,  respectively, 
bravely  and  obstinately;  and  the  men  of  Scott's  army  dis- 
played wonderful  gallantry  and  individual  courage  in  the 
attack. 


•The  "abandoned  battery"  of  Quitman,  and  "the  redan"  ol  Hammond,  refer  to 
the  same  point  on  the  wall,  near  to  which  was  the  practicable  breach  herein  noted. 
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General  Scott,  in  his  report,  describes  the  approaches  to 
these  gates  as  follows: 

"There  are  two  routes  from  Chapultepec  to  the  capital — 
the  one  on  the  right  entering  the  same  gate,  Belen,  with 
the  road  from  the  south,  via  Piedad;  and  the  other  obliqu- 
ing to  the  left,  to  intersect  the  great  western  or  San  Cosme 
road,  in  a  suburb  outside  of  the  gate  of  San  Cosme;  each 
of  these  routes  (an  elevated  causeway)  presents  a  double 
roadway  on  the  sides  of  an  aqueduct  of  strong  masonry, 
and  great  height,  resting  on  open  arches  and  massive  pil- 
lars, which,  together,  afford  fine  points  both  for  attack  and 
defence.  The  side  ways  of  both  aqueducts  are,  moreover, 
defended  by  many  strong  breastworks  at  the  gates,  and  be- 
fore reaching  them." 

The  distance  between  these  two  ways  was,  at  the  base  of 
the  mound,  near  three  hundred  yards;  at  the  two  gates,  one 
mile.  The  distance  from  the  base  of  the  mound  to  San 
Cosme,  measured  from  its  northeast  angle  along  the  route 
taken  by  Worth,  was  near  three  miles;  and  from  the  main 
gate  of  Chapultepec  to  the  Belen  gate,  along  the  route  taken 
by  Quitman,  was  a  little  less  than  two  miles.  Quitman 
captured  Belen  twenty  minutes  after  1  o'clock  in  the  after- 
noon. Worth  captured  San  Cosme  at  8  o'clock  in  the 
evening.  The  merit  of  the  conduct  of  the  Palmetto  regi- 
ment along  the  line  of  the  aqueduct,  at  the  Belen  gate,  and 
in  front  of  it,  can  be  weighed  and  estimated  by  the  facts 
embraced  in  the  following  quotation  from  the  report  of 
General  Quitman,  under  whose  immediate  supervision  it 
fought  for  nearly  six  hours: 

"The  Chapultepec  road  is  a  broad  avenue,  flanked  with 
deep  ditches  and  marshy  ground  on  either  side.  Along 
the  middle  of  this  avenue  runs  the  aqueduct,  supported  by 
arches  of  heavy  masonry,  through  the  garita  or  gate  of 
Belen  into  the  city.  The  rifles,  supported  by  the  South 
Carolina  regiment,  and  followed  by  the  remainder  of  Smith's 
brigade,  were  now  advanced,  from  arch   to  arch,  towards 
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another  strong  battery  which  had  been  thrown  across  the 
road,  about  a  mile  from  Chapultepec,  having  four  embra- 
sures, with  a  redan  work  on  the  right.  At  this  point  the 
enemy,  in  considerable  force,  made  an  obstinate  resistance, 
but,  with  the  aid  of  the  effective  fire  of  an  eight-inch  how- 
itzer, directed  by  the  indomitable  Captain  Drum,  and  the 
daring  bravery  of  the  gallant  rifle  regiment,  it  was  carried 
by  assault.  The  column  was  here  reorganized  for  an  attack 
upon  the  batteries  at  the  garita  of  the  city.  The  regiment 
of  riflemen,  intermingled  with  the  bayonets  of  the  South 
Carolina  regiment,  were  placed  in  advance — three  rifles  and 
three  bayonets  under  each  arch.  They  were  supported  by 
the  residue  of  Shields'  brigade,  the  2d  Pennsylvania  regi- 
ment, and  the  remainder  of  Smith's  brigade,  together  with 
a  part  of  the  6th  infantry,  under  Major  Bonneville,  who 
had  fallen  into  this  road.  In  this  order  the  column  reso- 
lutely advanced  from  arch  to  arch  of  the  aqueduct,  under  a 
tremendous  fire  of  artillery  and  small  arms  from  the  bat- 
teries at  the  garita,  the  Paseo,  and  a  large  body  of  the  enemy 
on  the  Piedad  road  to  the  right,  extending  from  the  left  of 
the  garita.  L/ieutenant  Benjamin  having  brought  up  a  six- 
teen-pounder.  Captain  Drum  and  his  efficient  subalterns 
were  pouring  a  constant  and  destructive  fire  into  the  garita. 
As  the  enfilading  fire  of  the  enemy  from  the  Piedad  road 
became  very  annoying  to  the  advance,  a  few  rounds  of  can- 
ister were  thrown  in  that  direction  by  our  artillery,  which 
effectually  dispersed  them.  The  whole  column  was  now 
under  a  galling  fire,  but  it  continued  to  move  forward 
steadily  and  firmly.  The  rifles,  well  sustained  by  the  South 
Carolinians,  gallantly  pushed  on  to  the  attack,  and  at 
twenty  minutes  past  1,  the  garita  was  carried,  and  the 
City  of  Mexico  entered  at  that  point.  In  a  few  minutes 
nearly  the  whole  command  was  compactly  up — a  large  part 
of  it  within  the  garita.  *  "  * 

"Upon  taking  the  garita,  the  riflemen  and  South  Carolina 
regiment   rushed   forward   and   occupied  the  arches  of  the 
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aqueduct,  within  100  yards  of  the  Citadel.  The  ammuni- 
tion of  our  heavy  guns  having  been  exhausted,  a  captured 
8-pounder  was  turned  upon  the  enemy,  and  with  good  effect, 
until  the  ammunition  taken  with  it  was  also  exhausted. 
The  piece,  supported  by  our  advance,  had  been  run  forward 
in  front  of  the  garita.  Twice  had  Major  Gladden,  of  the 
South  Carolina  regiment,  furnished  additional  men  to  work 
the  guns,  when  the  noble  and  brave  Captain  Drum,  who, 
with  indomitable  energy  and  iron  will,  had  directed  the 
artillery  throughout  this  day,  fell  mortally  wounded  by  the 
side  of  his  gun.  A  few  moments  afterwards,  Lieut.  Benja- 
min, who  had  displayed  the  same  cool,  decided  courage,  met 
a  similar  fate.  *  *  * 

"The  gallant  and  unassuming  Palmetto  regiment,  which 
had  charged  up  the  ascent  of  Chapultepec  without  firing  a 
gun,  was  also  employed  to  support  and  aid  the  rifles.  In 
this  service  their  loss  was  severe;  among  others,  their  brave 
and  efficient  commander.  Major  Gladden,  was  severely 
wounded,  and  Lieuts.  J.  B.  Moragne  and  Willis  Cantey 
killed.  But  they  well  sustained  the  reputation  they  had 
acquired  at  Vera  Cruz,  Contreras  and  Churubusco." 

It  is  manifest  that  General  Quitman  distinguished  the 
rifles,  the  Palmettoes,  and  the  artillery  above  all  other  forces 
engaged  in  the  attack  on  the  gate  of  Belen;  and  the  facts 
embraced  in  the  above  copious  extract  from  his  report,  fur- 
nish ample  evidence  that  the  Palmetto  regiment  was,  on 
that  day,  in  the  fore  front  of  the  battle,  and  that  its  conduct 
justified  the  confidence  reposed  in  it  by  General  Quitman. 
Hammond,  in  estimating  the  exposure  to  which  the  regi- 
ment was  exposed,  says:  "Gladden,  of  the  Palmettoes,  was 
severely  wounded;  five  of  his  men  were  killed  by  a  single 
cannon  ball."  The  men  referred  to  were  killed  while  aid- 
ing Captain  Drum  in  firing  his  gun.  Volunteer  infantry 
serving  as  artillerists!  The  Palmetto  regiment  flag  was 
hoisted  over  the  Belen  gate  immediately  after  its  capture — 
particulars  further  on.     Major  Gladden,  although  severely 
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wounded,  retained  the  command  of  the  regiment  until  the 
firing  on  both  sides  had  ceased,  and  he,  upon  his  withdrawal, 
tnrned  the  command  of  the  regiment  over  to  me.  At  night- 
fall, General  Qnitman  consented  to  the  withdrawal  of  the 
regiment  toTacubaya,  to  which  town  onr  killed  and  wounded 
had  been  carried,  with  instructions  that  it  be  reported  to  him 
at  the  garita  by  sunrise  the  next  morning.  The  following 
is  from  the  review  of  this  battle  by  Hammond: 

"Of  the  regiments  which  combatted  on  the  13th,  none 
surpassed  in  daring  intrepidity,  and  none  compare  in  casu- 
alties, with  the  rifles  and  the  Palmettoes.  They  were  the 
foremost  in  the  conflict  in  their  line  of  attack.  The  first 
lost  six  officers  wounded  (none  killed),  nine  soldiers  killed, 
and  sixty-four  wounded — aggregating  seventy-nine.  The 
other  lost  two  officers  killed  and  nine  wounded,  and  fourteen 
soldiers  killed  and  seventy-five  wounded — aggregating  one 
hundred.  It  is  needless  to  ask  to  which  the  laurel  should 
be  awarded.  In  each  of  these  battles — Churubusco  and  the 
Capital — in  which  the  Palmettoes  mingled,  it  was  their  mis- 
fortune to  sustain  the  loss  of  nearly  half  of  their  numbers." 

The  victories  of  the  13th  brought  Scott's  campaign  to  a 
successful  close.  Before  12  o'clock  that  night,  the  federal 
authorities  and  Santa  Anna  and  his  army  had  abandoned 
the  city  and  fled.  At  4  o'clock  the  next  morning,  a  depu- 
tation, appointed  by  the  civil  authorities  of  the  city,  waited 
on  General  Scott,  and  proposed  terms  of  capitulation,  which 
Scott  promptly  rejected,  and  he,  without  delay,  took  posses- 
sion of  the  city  as  conqueror.  At  dawn  the  same  morning, 
General  Quitman  was  informed  by  certain  bearers  of  a  white 
flag  that  Santa  Anna  and  his  army  had  fled  the  city;  and 
upon  receiving  this  intelligence,  Quitman  promptly  put  his 
column  in  motion — the  rifles  in  the  lead — and  at  7  o'clock 
arrived  at  and  took  possession  of  the  grand  plaza,  and  im- 
mediately occupied  the  National  Palace,  which  fronted  on 
it.  Now,  since  the  Palmetto  regiment  had  been  among  the 
foremost  in  the  attack  along  the  line  of  the  aqueduct,  and 
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in  especial  in  the  assault  upon  and  the  capture  of  the  gate 
of  Belen,  and  in  the  defence  of  the  same  after  capture,  it 
surely  had  a  just  claim  to  a  share  in  the  honor  of  the  tri- 
umphal march  of  Quitman's  column  into  the  heart  of  the 
city,  and  to  a  share  of  the  glory  incident  to  the  ceremony 
of  hoisting-  our  national  colors  over  the  walls  of  the  Na- 
tional  Palace  of  Mexico. 

General  Quitman,  as  will  appear,  desired  and  intended  to 
form  the  rifles  and  the  Palmettoes  side  by  side,  as  they  had 
fought,  and  placing  the  two  in  the  lead  of  his  column,  to 
march  in  that  order  to  the  grand  plaza.  But  the  Palmetto 
regiment,  most  vmfortunately  for  it,  was  forbidden  to  go  to 
the  gate  of  Belen  by  a  peremptory  order  from  General  Pierce, 
who,  by  chance,  met  it  when  only  a  few  hundred  yards  of 
that  gate.  I  will  state  some  particulars  in  this  regard. 
Before  dismissing  the  regiment  at  Tacubaya,  in  the  early 
part  of  the  night  of  the  13th,  I  gave  all  orders  necessary  to 
insure  a  prompt  compliance  with  Quitman's  instructions, 
viz:  to  report  to  him  at  the  Belen  gate  by  sunrise  the  next 
morning.  We  left  Tacubaya  a  little  after  3  o'clock  in  the 
morning  of  the  14th,  and  marched  by  the  shortest  practica- 
ble route  leading  to  the  Belen  gate.  When  within  500  of 
that  gate,  we  were  met  by  a  mounted  officer — two  other 
mounted  men  being  with  him;  I  could  see  that  he  was  an 
officer,  but  there  was  not  light  enough  to  enable  me  to  dis- 
tinguish his  rank,  and  in  reply  to  his  inquiry,  I  gave  him 
the  name  of  the  regiment  and  its  destination.  He  then  in- 
troduced himself  as  General  Pierce,  and  told  us  that  there 
were  more  men  at  the  gate  than  the  works  could  shelter, 
and  directed  me  to  place  my  men  under  cover.  I  asked 
him  to  excuse  me,  and  told  him  of  General  Quitman's  order 
the  evening  before.  He,  however,  insisted  that  I  should 
comply  with  his  direction,  and,  after  a  little  delay,  ordered 
me  peremptorily  to  comply — saying  that  he  was  in  command 
on  that  line,  and  that  a  part  of  it  was  then  near  by.  From 
the  report  of  T.  H.  Seymour,  Major  commanding  9th  in- 
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fantry — T.  B.  Ransom,  its  Colonel,  having  been  killed  at 
Chapnltepec — the  following:  "There  not  being  sufficient 
cover  from  the  works  thrown  up  during  the  night  for  Gen- 
eral Quitman's  active  command  at  the  garita,  the  9th  regi- 
ment and  the  remnant  of  the  intrepid  South  Carolina  regi- 
ment were  ordered  by  General  Pierce  to  take  position  behind 
a  breastwork  on  the  road  near  to  Captain  Steptoe's  battery, 
about  300  yards  from  the  garita."  About  a  half  hour  after 
General  Pierce's  order  to  me,  news  came  down  the  line  that 
the  city  had  surrendered,  and  the  reason  of  General  Pierce's 
order  being  thus  removed,  I  marched  the  regiment  to  the 
garita.  But  to  my  mortification.  General  Quitman  had  ad- 
vanced his  column  into  the  city,  leaving  an  order  for  me  to 
garrison  the  gate;  and  I  was  also  informed  that  General 
Quitman  expressed  great  disappointment  at  the  absence  of 
the  regiment,  saying  that  it  had  been  his  intention  to  place 
it  in  front,  elbow  to  elbow  with  the  rifles.  In  a  few  days 
the  regiment  was  ordered  into  the  city,  and,  availing  myself 
of  the  first  opportunity,  I  reported  in  person  to  General 
Quitman,  who,  having  been  appointed  civil  and  military 
Governor  of  the  city,  had  established  himself  in  the  National 
Palace.  I  explained  to  him  fully  the  cause  of  the  detention 
of  the  regiment,  and  he  expressed  in  complimentary  terms 
his  reofret,  but  exonerated  me  from  all  blame.  In  a  few 
days.  General  Quitman  ordered  quarters  to  be  assigned  to 
the  regiment  in  the  palace.  Late  in  December — a  consid- 
erable time  after  General  Quitman  had  left  for  home — the 
regiment  ws  ordered  to  San  Angel,  a  pleasant  village  about 
eight  miles  south  of  the  cit>-,  and  it  continued  to  occupy 
quarters  in  that  town  for  six  months,  and  until  peace  had 
been  proclaimed.  The  day  before  the  evacuation  of  San 
Angel,  its  alcalde  (intendant)  came  to  me  and  requested 
that  the  Palmetto  regiment  be  the  last  to  leave  the  town, 
saving  that  a  compliance  with  his  request  would  be  ample 
assurance  that  he  and  his  people  would  be  secure  in  their 
persons  and  property.     Sureh-  high  evidence  of  the  appre- 
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ciation  of  the  people  of  San  Angel  of  the  tone  of  the  senti- 
ment that  prevailed  in  the  regiment,  and  it  goes  far  to  show 
that  the  men  of  the  regiment  were  as  magnanimous  in  their 
intercourse  with  a  fallen  foe  as  they  had  been  brave  in  bat- 
tle. The  resfiment  was  mustered  out  of  the  service  at 
Mobile,  Alabama,  about  the  1st  of  July,  1848. 

The  Palmetto  flag,  presented  to  the  regiment  by  the  City 
Council  of  Charleston,  South  Carolina,  December,  1846. 
Under  this  flag  the  regiment  marched  and  fought,  and  it 
was  the  first  flag  displayed  on  the  San  Antonio  causeway  at 
the  Portales,  a  point  twelve  hundred  yards  nearer  the  San 
Antonio  gate  than  was  the  tete  dit  pout;  and,  it  is  sub- 
mitted, that  the  facts  herein  shown  go  far  to  prove  that  it 
was  so  displayed  before  the  colors  of  the  8th  infantry  were 
planted  upon  the  walls  of  the  tete  dji  pout. 

"The  only  flag  raised  at  the  Garita  de  Belen  was  that  of 
the  Palmetto  regiment." 

A  resolution  was  offered  in  the  United  States  Senate,  34th 
Congress,  1st  session,  which  embraced  in  its  scope  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  first  American  flag  raised  over  the  Belen  gate, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
of  which  Senator  Weller,  of  California,  was  the  chairman. 
From  the  report  of  that  committee  I  copy: 

"The  committee,  anxious  to  investigate  the  subject  as 
fully  as  possible,  called  upon  officers,  who  were  in  the  field 
and  in  positions  which  enabled  them  to  observe  all  that 
transpired,  for  written  statements,  which  they  have  very 
kindly  furnished,  and  which,  in  justice  to  all  concerned, 
the  committee  append  hereto,  as  a  part  of  this  report,  as 
constituting  the  most  reliable  history  of  the  American  flag 
in  Mexico." 

From  General  Quitman's  letter  in  response  to  the  inquiry 
of  the  committee,  I  copy: 

"Anxious  to  wave  up  the  whole  column,  with  the  view 
of  entering  the  citadel  pell  mell  with  the  retreating  enemy, 
I  called  for  colors.    The  Palmetto  flag  was  the  first  reported 
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to  me,  and  by  my  order,  Lieutenant  Selleck,  of  the  South 
Carolina  regiment,  then  on  my  staff  as  ordnance  officer, 
was  ordered  to  display  that  flag  on  the  garita.  In  doing  so 
he  was  severely  wounded.  About  the  same  time  the  flag 
of  the  rifle  regiment  was  displayed  on  the  other  side  of  the 
aqueduct.  The  small  national  flag  referred  to  by  Colonel 
Roberts  did  not  meet  my  eye.  If  it  was  with  the  regiment 
on  this  charge,  it  must  have  passed  into  the  gate  about  the 
same  time,  but  it  was  not  displayed  there.  No  flag  was 
regularly  planted  at  this  point  but  that  of  the  Palmetto 
regiment,  and  that  was  done,  not  for  idle  ceremony,  but  as 
a  signal  to  the  whole  army  that  the  gates  of  the  'Sacred 
City'  were  in  our  possession." 

General  Quitman's  statement  is  fully  verified  by  state- 
ments contained  in  letters  addressed  to  the  committee  by 
other  officers.     The  committee  reported: 

"The  only  flag  raised  at  the  Garita  de  Belen  was  that  of 
the  Palmetto  regiment." 

The  Palmetto  flag  was  struck  so  many  times  by  the  bul- 
lets of  the  enemy  that  it  was,  at  the  end  of  the  battles  of 
the  13th  September,  in  tatters.  In  the  early  part  of  the 
year  1848,  Major  General  William  O.  Butler — successor  to 
General  Scott — presented  to  the  regiment  a  stand  of  colors. 
Both  flags  were  brought  home,  and  Colonel  A.  H.  Gladden, 
the  last  Colonel  of  the  regiment,  presented  them  to  the 
Legislature  of  the  State,  through  the  Governor  of  the  State — 
either  David  Johnson  or  J.  H.  Means — and  the  Legislature 
passed  such  resolutions  and  orders  as  seemed  proper  and 
necessary  for  their  preservation. 

When  Sherman  was  approaching  Columbia — February, 
1865 — Captain  W.  B.  Stanley,  who  had  been  an  officer  of 
the  regiment,  and  who  was  at  that  time  the  President  of  the 
Palmetto  Association,  and  had  been  its  President  from  the 
date  of  its  organization,  having  a  laudable  desire  to  save 
these  historic  flags  from  harm,  removed  them  from  the  old 
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capitol  building,  and  sent  them   into  York  District;  but, 
after  strenuous  efforts,  failed  to  recover  the  old  flag, 

MISTAKE. 

The  following  extract  from  a  communication  addressed 
by  General  Scott  to  W.  L.  Marcy,  Sec.  War,  Washington, 
D.  C,  and  dated.  Headquarters  of  the  Army,  Brazos  San 
Jago,  February  4th,  1847,  will  show  that  the  South  Caro- 
lina regiment  was  designated  in  general  orders  as  one  of 
the  voluteer  regiments,  to  reinforce  General  Taylor: 

"The  1st  Pennsylvania  regiment  of  volunteers,  the  Louis- 
iana volunteers,  and  a  part  of  the  New  York  volunteers, 
had  passed  this  place  before  my  general  order  (No.  6)  of 
the  30th  ultimo.  At  that  date  I  intended  to  take  with  me 
four  regiments  of  the  new  volunteers,  only  leaving  the  re- 
mainder for  Major  General  Taylor;  the  three  mentioned 
being  up,,  in  whole  or  in  part,  were  ordered  to  lyobos;  and 
wishing,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  keep  regiments  of  the 
same  State  together,  the  2d  Pennsylvania  was  designated 
(in  order  No.  6)  to  follow,  making  the  four  regiments." 
*  *  *  "But  a  fifth — the  South  Carolina  regiment — has, 
by  some  mistake  at  New  Orleans,  sailed,  I  learn,  direct  from 
Mobile  for  Lobos."  Was  it  by  mistake?  It  is  my  opinion 
that  General  Jesup,  Quartermaster  General,  supplied,  upon 
Colonel  Butler's  request,  the  transports.  We  sailed  from 
Mobile  for  Lobos  in  three  several  vessels,  which  were,  on 
the  way,  tempest-tost,  and  the  one  on  which  the  Colonel 
was,  came  near  being  wrecked  on  the  Mexican  coast.  On 
Taylor's  line  it  was  garrison  duty;  on  Scott's,  active  service — 
sieges,  battles,  a  chance  for  fame.  For  that  chance  the 
regiment  was  indebted,  in  my  opinion,  to  Colonel  Butler. 

The  following  information  is,  for  most  part,  drawn  from 
a  roll  of  the  regiment,  as  of  the  date  of  the  siege  of  Vera 
Cruz,  March,  1847,  prepared  under  the  auspices  of  Governor 
J.  H.  Means,  and  approved  by  Colonel  A.  H.  Gladden, 
Colonel  P.  M.  Butler,  Lieutenant  Colonel  J.  P.  Dickinson, 
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Major  A.  H.  Gladden,  Surgeon  James  Davis,  Assistant  Sur- 
geon Elbert  Bland,  Adjutant  James  Cantey,  Sergeant  Major 
Ormsby  Blanding,  Quartermaster  W.  B.  Stanley,  Assistant 
Quartermaster  W.  C.  Moragne,  Quartermaster  Sergeant  A. 
R.  Montgomery,  Assistant  Commissary  J.  D.  Blanding 
Color  Bearer  Z,  Cantey. 

Letter  of  Co.  Captain.  District.  Strength. 

A.  Francis  Sumter.  Sumter.  79 

B.  R.  G.  M.  Dunovant.  Chester.  92 

C.  Keith  Moffatt.  Kershaw.  83 

D.  P.  S.  Brooks.  Edgefield.  92 

E.  J.  Foster  Marshall.  Abbeville.  92 

F.  William  Blanding.  Charleston.  92 

G.  Joseph  Kennedy.  Fairfield.  83 
H.  W.  D.  DeSaussure.  Richland.  88 
I.  Leroy  Secrest.  Lancaster.  77 
K.  N.  G.  Walker.  Barnwell.  88 
Iv.  James  Williams.  Newberry.  92 

Aggregate 958 

Add  field  3,  surgeons  2,  musicians  3 8 

Grand  total 966 

The  following,  a  copy  of  an  order  or  military  letter,  is 
self-explanatory: 

Headquarters, 
Columbia,  S.  C,  December  1,  1846. 

Sir:  I  have  this  moment,  through  the  hands  of  N.  R. 
Eaves,  one  of  the  privates  of  your  corj)s,  the  gratifying  in- 
telligence that  "Old  Chester,"  true  to  the  spirit  inculcated 
from  her  revolutionary  battle-fields,  has  been  the  first  to 
respond  to  the  call  for  volunteers  for  the  Mexican  war. 

I  return  you  and  your  company  my  acknowledgments  for 
this  evidence  of  their  patriotism.  We  can  at  least  say  that 
there  is  one  company  in  readiness  to  march  with  the  emblem 
of  our  State,  and  bear  our  standard  aloft  to  mingle  in  honor- 
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able  rivalry  with  those  of  her  sister  States.  I  will,  without 
delay,  inform  his  Excellency  Governor  Aiken  of  your  rea- 
diness to  be  received  into  the  service.  In  the  meantime, 
put  your  company  under  marching  orders  for  this  place, 
where  provision  will  be  made  for  their  reception. 

To  the  officers  and  men  of  your  company  offer  individually 
the  hig-h  sense  of  personal  satisfaction  which  the  announce- 
ment of  your  letter  affords  me.  It  argues  well  for  the  spirit 
which  animates  their  bosoms.  The  promptness-  to  meet  the 
call  is  an  assurance  that  they  will  not  be  found  wanting  in 
the  further  duties  of  a  soldier. 

I  am,  very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

P.  M.  Butler, 
Commanding  S.  C.  Regiment  of  Volunteers. 

To  Capt.  R.  G.  M.  Dunovant,  Chester  Volunteers. 


